
Marin County Dept. of Health and Human Services Flow Chart for Equine Rabies and Arbovirus Testing  

 
 

Horse Ill 

Evaluation by Veterinarian 

Neurologic Symptoms Present No Neurologic Symptoms Present 

If recommended by 
veterinarian, equine blood 
samples may be sent to 
UC Davis for arboviral 
testing 

Horse is dead or is euthanized  Horse alive and no 
indication for 
euthanizing the horse 
at present 

Send blood samples to 
UC Davis for arboviral 
testing (see NOTE to the 
right)* 

Send horse head to UC Davis 
for rabies and arboviral testing 

*NOTE: If the horse subsequently dies or is 
euthanized, the horse head should be submitted to 
UC Davis for rabies testing and arboviral testing.  The 
horse head needs to be tested for rabies even if 
previous blood testing was positive for arbovirus 
because it is possible that the horse had both rabies 
and an arbovirus.  Rabies must always be excluded 
because of the possibility of transmission to humans 
and the high mortality rate.       

UC Davis sends horse head 
to Yolo Public Health Lab for 
rabies testing 

Positive for rabies Negative for rabies 

Yolo notifies Marin Public 
Health Laboratory and UC 
Davis (UC Davis notifies the 
reporting veterinarian) 

Marin Public Health Lab 
notifies the Marin Public Health 
Officer and the Marin 
Communicable Disease Unit 

Communicable Disease 
Nurses begin contact 
investigation 

Specimen sent to National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories (NVSL) for arboviral testing 

WNV test is negative WNV test is positive 

Reporting veterinarian and California Department of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) are notified. CDFA begins investigation.  Once 
CDFA determines that it is an acute case of equine WNV, CDFA 
notifies CDHS Veterinary Public Health Section (CDH VPHS). 

CDHS VPHS notifies the Marin Public Health Officer and the  
Marin Communicable Disease Unit and the Marin Sonoma 
Mosquito and Vector Control District (MSMVCD) 

Marin PHO contacts MSMVCD (415-285-2200) to discuss vector control 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Testing: CAHFS Laboratory, University of 
California, Davis (530-752-8700). 
Reporting: Marin County HHS Public Health 
Laboratory (415) 499-6849  or the Marin County 
HHS Communicable Disease Unit (415) 473-
7805 or (415) 473-2623 or (415) 473-6007  
Website for instructions and forms: 
http://cahfs.ucdavis.edu/ 


